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Conclusions
• Australia is a major immigration country with 
immigrants representing around 28% of the 
population.
• Migrant populations in Australia have varied 
substantially over time, depending on where 
they came from, where they settled and how 
long they have lived in Australia.
• Understanding the evolution and patterns of 
migration is important for policy and regional 
planning.
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• Australia is a sparsely populated country that is 
highly urbanised.
• Approximately 80% of the population live along 
a coastal strip of land that covers 3% of the 
land mass.
• Migrants tend to settle in urban areas; and this 
differs significantly by migrant group: 
• China 97%; India 93%  
• UK 74%; New Zealand 78%
• Australia 64%
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The largest migrant populations, 1981-2016
• Immigration to Australia has evolved dramatically since 1981 with immigrants now coming from all 
over the world.
• The age-sex compositions of the migrant populations show the complex dynamics and diversity 
underlying the migration patterns over time.
• Immigrants from different origins exhibit remarkable variability in terms of their settlement patterns. 
• Understanding these demographic patterns is key to determining the major influences of migration to 
subnational population change. 
Age-sex compositions for various migrant groups by three immigration cohorts:
before 1991; between 1991-2001; after 2001 (males = left; females = right)
Multiregional life expectancies (%) at age 25 years for persons living in Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Remote Australia, 2006-2011 (assumes no emigration)
